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SOUTH BEND - Megan Hickey, 8, shivered with 

glee as the snake slithered across her shoulders, its 

black forked tongue flicking at the air, but she insisted 

she wasn't scared. 

In fact, Megan said, touching the brown-and-black fox 

snake and a salamander were her favorite moments at 

this year's "Science Alive" event Saturday at the main 

St. Joseph County Public Libraty in downtown South 

Bend. 

"I like slimy stuff- stuff that looks weird, like 

worms," she said with a grin. 

She and her mother were among several thousand 

people who packed the libra1y for the event, which 

offers dozens of hands-on science exhibits where kids 

can learn about chemical reactions, 3D printing, 

sustainable energy, the microscopic world and a host 

of other topics. 
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Science Alive 

Nine-year-old Jack Meester freezes as a 

handler asks him if he'd like to kiss a live 

snake during Science Alive on Saturday at 

the St. Joseph County Public Libra1y in 

South Bend. SBT Photo/ROBERT 

FRANKLIN 

Science Alive, which some years has drawn up to 5,000 people, started 23 years ago when a library 

board member asked the staff to put together a way to help address the perceived lack of interest in 

science among American children. 

Linda Conyers, the main libra1y coordinator, said she expected the crowds this year to at least match 

the 3,300 people who attended last year. 

"Our goal here is hands-on science for young children, so they can find out how exciting science can 

be and how many different ways there can be to learn," she said. 

Jeremiah Essenburg, 11, was learning about microscopic life at a booth sponsored by Notre Dame 

graduate biology students. 

Kids were invited to put a sample of their skin cells on a small incubator plate, then check a website 

after three days to see what kind of bacteria were growing on their bodies. 
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"I want to see if it grows or not," Jeremiah said. "It sounds gross to me." 

Elsewhere, 9-year-old Jack Meester was among a group of children who raised their eyebrows in 

surprise when an Indiana Michigan Power representative had them stand in a circle and touch their 

fingers together to show how the electrical cunent in their bodies could light up a buzzer. 

Then Jack hopped on a stationary bicycle and found out how much harder he had to work to light up 

a classic incandescent light bulb, compared with an energy-saving LED bulb. 

After that, he learned about how different materials - foil, foam board and paper - provide vaiying 

levels of insulation from heat and cold. 

By early afternoon, he was walking around in a light-blue disposable surgical cap and shoe covers he 

picked up at the IU Health table. 

All those fun, hands-on activities help to plant curiosity that can blossom later in life, Conyers said. 

"Today, maybe they're just having fun, but later when they read the chapter in school, they can say, 

'ah, yes, I saw that at Science Alive,"' she said, adding that's already the case for many people. 

At one presentation Saturday, when she asked how many adults attended Science Alive as children 

and were now passing it along to their own kids, about a quarter of the parents raised their hands. 

Meester, for his pa11, is already planning for science to be a big part of his life. 

"I want to be a scientist or an engineer," he said nonchalantly. "I'm interested in elech·icity, protons, 

neutrons, electrons - stuff like that." 
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