
McDivitt Bio 

Since September, 2005, Herschel McDivitt has been Director of 
Indiana DNR’s Division of Oil and Gas, the regulatory agency which 
oversees all operations for the exploration and production of oil, 
natural gas, and coal bed methane in Indiana.  The agency’s role is 
to encourage the responsible development of these resources in a 
manner that will prevent waste; encourage the greatest economic 
recovery of oil and gas; protect the correlative rights of owners; and 
protect human health, safety, and the environment. 

He grew up in rural southwestern New York State and became familiar with oil and gas 
production operations at an early age since his family owned and operated a small oil 
and gas lease in the Bradford Oil Field.  Growing up in a scenic, rural environment also 
gave him an appreciation of nature and the importance of protecting our valuable 
natural resources. 

He is a graduate of Ball State University where he received a B.S. degree in Natural 
Resources in 1974.  In 1988 he was awarded the first annual “Outstanding Alumnus 
Award” by the Natural Resources Department at Ball State. 

Throughout his 38 year career, he has been actively involved in one manner or another 
with the management, extraction, or regulation of coal, oil, and natural gas in the 
Appalachian and Illinois Basins.    Previous professional experience includes 15 years 
with the Indiana DNR’s Division of Reclamation, and 14 years combined with Pennzoil 
Exploration and Production Company, Pennzoil-Quaker State Company, and Shell Oil 
Products Company. 


